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When homeowners discuss
green building today,
usually they are concerned
about conserving energy.
As they prepare every
month to pay the gas and
electric bill, they are asking
questions such as: Is

my home well insulated?
What is the U-value of

my windows? Are my
appliances ENERGY STAR
rated? They realize that
making adjustments in

the kind of products they
choose for their home

can result in considerable
savings for them.
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Hammerschmidt Goes Platinum

Hammerschmidt Construction, Inc. (HCD) was honored by
the National Association of the Remodeling Industry (NARI)
Silicon Valley Chapter with a 2009 Meta Platinum Award in

the Residential Bath over $60,000 category. This is the second
consecutive year HCI has entered the competition and received
an award.

Johnny Moalempour of MJM interiors was the interior designer
for the project. His creative vision transformed three dated
bathrooms in a turn-of-the century estate home into rooms with
classic elegance.

Named for the beautiful metamorphosis that can be
accomplished through remodeling, Meta Awards are conferred
on projects judged to be superior in the following areas: problem
solving, functionality, aesthetics, craftsmanship, innovation,
degree of difficulty, and entry presentation. Projects are entered
in the competition by the type of project and cost. The judges
also designate a level: Bronze, Silver, Gold, or Platinum for the
degree to which the project meets these criteria. See photos of
this award-winning project at www.hammerschmidtinc.com.

sl o
Jobn Hammerschmidt Lynn Hammerschmidt

Y
% HammMERSCHMIDT CONSTRUCTION
& 313 STATE STREET

o,
}* Los Arros, CA 94022
xf TeL 650.948.4200  Fax 650.948.5222



Homeowners continue to regard the
kitchen as the most important of all
rooms, regardless of the size or cost of
their home. Everyone desires beauty,

efficiency and state-of-the-art amenities in

the kitchen. The following list of current
trends can be your guideline for this
year’s kitchen makeover—however big
or small.

OVERALL DESIGN

e Clean, straight lines

e Simple, rather than highly embellished
e Focus on the details

CURRENT STYLES

e Traditional (still #1)

* Arts and Crafts

* Soft Contemporary

¢ Rustic

» Shingle style (Hampton)

CABINETRY

* Maple dominates the wood species
e Medium to darker stains prevail
* White with black is coming to the fore

e Greater use of color—contrasting
light and dark—is stylish

» “Second-life” furniture pieces provide
personality and are eco-friendly

» Decorative hardware is larger, artistic
and more textural

APPLIANCES

e Arrange appliances according to
work centers

» Appliance and fixture size and number

should be appropriate to the kitchen size

e Steam ovens and induction cooktops
have caught on

 Cabinet depth refrigerators—French
door or slim columns— are all the rage

e Look for energy guides on each

appliance: WaterSense and ENERGY STAR

APPLIANCE FINISHES

e Stainless steel is still the top choice.

» Custom paneling integrating appliances
with cabinetry is very popular

* Bold colors are increasingly in demand

¢ Qil-rubbed bronze is another
desired option

SINKS & FAUCETS

e A large sink bowl is well-liked for
its flexibility

e High-arc faucets and pull-out sprays
are hot items

FIXTURE FINISHES

e Brushed chrome, nickel or stainless
steel are the most prominent

» Oil-rubbed bronze is also important

COUNTERTOPS

e Granite is the leading selection

* Wood, glass, soapstone, slate, and
quartz provide fashionable options

» Green possibilities include recycled
aluminum, recycled glass, and
recycled paper

e Multiple materials used together is
the rage

BACKSPLASHES

* Tile and stone are the favorites

e Standard height is 4" but the material is
often extended to the ceiling

FLOORS
e Tile and stone are popular in a
24" x 24" format

e Bamboo, cork and wood are
softer underfoot

STORAGE

e Walk-in pantries are in demand

e Interior cabinet storage systems
optimize storage space

* Automatic roll-out under-counter
trash containers and compost bins
are convenient

* Add storage in rooms adjacent to the
kitchen, such as the butler’s pantry,
mud room or laundry room

UNIVERSAL DESIGN

e Varied work surface heights designed
for cooks of all ages and abilities

e Fewer wall cabinets, but a greater
number of efficient drawer systems
make storage easy to reach

Photo: Courtesy of Aristokraft Cabinetry (wwiwaristokraft.coi ﬁ
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However, another important part of the green building equation

is the issue of sustainability. Are we using the earth’s resources at

a rate that meets our current needs while also replenishing these
resources for future generations? Many creative people have been
asking that important question and are coming up with some unique
solutions. As you make plans to remodel your home, keep in mind
there are some exciting new products available that are earth-
friendly in every aspect. - I
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Take a peek at these innovative and beautiful countertop
materials, and then picture them adorning your kitchen!

Bio-Glass is made from 100% recycled
glass and is itself recyclable. The layers of
compressed glass pieces create unique patterns
through which light permeates resulting in

a solid surface that appears lit from within.
Bio-Glass recently received a coveted Silver
certification from Cradle to Cradle.

Paperstone is manufactured using 100%
recycled post-consumer waste paper and a
non-petroleum, water-based phenolic resin
system. Heat-resistant up to 350° F, it washes
clean with non-abrasive dish soap. Paperstone
is certified by the Forest Stewardship Council,
Smartwood and the Rainforest Alliance.

oto: Councsy\foTop (www.Ecol

EcoTop is composed of a 50/50 blend of bamboo
Siber (a rapidly renewable resource) and recycled
wood fiber salvaged from demolition sites. These
materials are bound together by a water-based resin
Jormula that is both petroleum-free and VOC-free.
EcoTop is Forest Stewardship Council-certified.

' IceStone is made from 100% recycled glass in a concrete
base. The durable surface is as strong as granite,

less porous than marble and beat-resistant like stone.

Currently, there are 27 colors available, but the color

| palette is infinite. IceStone is a recent recipient of the



